Basaloid-squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus: diagnosis based on immunohistochemical analysis.
Basaloid-squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus (BSCC) is an extremely rare tumor. Histologically, this tumor should be differentiated from adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) and small cell undifferentiated carcinoma (SCUC). Biologically, this tumor is very aggressive, with a propensity for distant metastasis. We report a 64-year-old male with esophageal BSCC. The patient complained of dysphagia and was found to have a torous lesion in the esophagus on radiological examination. Upper gastrointestinal fiberscopy showed a localized ulcerative type tumor, which was diagnosed as squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) on biopsy. Surgery resulted in curative resection. A histological examination of the resected tumor showed features of BSCC. Immunohistochemical examination demonstrated AE3/1- and CAM 5.2-positive tumor cells, and laminin-positive cells in the periphery of the nests. These data were useful in differentiating this tumor from ACC and SCUC. Six months after surgery, the patient developed hepatic metastases, which were successfully treated by regional chemotherapy via the hepatic artery by using fluorouracil. The patient is currently being followed up at the outpatient clinic and shows no signs of any recurrence.